
Consideringprojectedclimate and socio-economicchange,a challenge
for southern Africa is to find mechanismsfor adaptation. Many
countriesof southern Africa face inadequateinfrastructure to provide
reliable data for the developmentof efficient managementstrategies
for sustainablewater and land resourcesmanagement,drought and
flood risk analysesand forecasts, but also climate change impact
assessmentsand adaptation means. With the establishmentof the
OpenAccessDataCentre(OADC), the SouthernAfricanScienceService
Centrefor ClimateChangeand AdaptiveLandManagement(SASSCAL;
www.sasscal.org) addressesthis deficiencyand complementsnational
and regional data, information and knowledgeprovision and sharing
efforts.
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Sponsoredby

OADC: Providers I Data Processing I Consumers

OADC: Services/Tools/Instruments and Outreach

OADC: Data and Information Generation and Sharing

OADC: Data products 

Åmaking data, information and knowledge generated through
SASSCALresearchfreely availablefor further scientific use and
support mutual data exchange with relevant authorities,
agenciesandorganizations;
Ågenerating, compiling, analysingand processingrelevant data

on climate, water cycle,soil, biodiversity,ecosystemgoodsand
services,land use-related energydemographicand other socio-
economicparametersfor user-oriented decisionsupport;
Åproviding an platform and infrastructure for collaborating

initiatives/programmes(e.g. SPACES,CLIENT,MiomboNetwork).
Åfacilitating, analysingand implementing regional models and

modellingresults.

OADC Functions

Services/Tools/Instruments: SASSCAL IS, SASSCAL WeatherNet, Plant 
PhotoGuide, ObservationNet, BIOTABase,  RainApp, 
Outreach: website, newsletter, fact sheets) 

Å Demand-drivenDataandInformationValueChainApproach

Data products: RS products(landcover/change, fire risk), climate
data/services(re-analysis, projections, indices), hydrologicalmodellingΣ ΧΦ

Regional Level

ÅData aggregation and 
management (incl. storage, 
QC, harmonisation)

ÅData and product 
integration to generate 
data, information and 
knowledge of regional 
relevance

ÅDistribution of 
regionally integrated data 
products (e.g. regional map 
on soil or forest resources), 
tools and services to the 
end-users in research and 
decision making

SASSCAL IS

SASSCAL WeatherNET
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National Level

ÅGathering and 
compilation of 
existing and newly 
generated data(e.g. 
national soil and 
forest maps) from 
SASSCAL research 
and institutional  
partners

www.sasscal.org


